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A reminder that our Postcard Exhibition which was scheduled for 4th-5th May has been cancelled 
because of frame problems associated with the World Stamp Exhibition in Melbourne 10th-15th 
May.  If you are travelling to Melbourne to attend the Exhibition donôt forget to visit Abra Card 
Abra/Roycroft at 680 High Street, East Kew, to add to your postcard collection. 
 

Easter is nearly here and we hope all members have a peaceful and relaxing break over the  
holiday period.  April Foolôs Day will probably catch a few people out, and National Postcard 
Week which is the first full week in May is a good time to send a specially postmarked Australia 
Post postcard to friends and family.  

 

From the Editors 

February 2013     Quarterly Issue No.16 

Australian Postcard    
 Society Inc.     

 

Image by Luc Viatour,  
Produced by Ric J Steininger, Cairns. 

Information on the back of the card is:  
Total solar eclipse; best seen between Cairns 
and Port Douglas on the 14th November 2012 
at 6.39am. 
 

A total eclipse occurs when the dark silhouette 
of the Moon completely obscures the intensely 
bright light of the Sun, allowing the much 
fainter solar corona to be visible. 
 

Card size reduced to save ink. 
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
 

 

Andrew Barrie, Murtoa, Victoria. 
John Tyson, Low Head, Tasmania 
 

 
 

 
Back issues of Bulletin available at $5 plus 
postage. 
 

Club owned postcards available for sale at 
meetings. 
 

Members can bring their items for sale to 
meetings. 
 

 
 

ARTICLES FOR THE BULLETIN  
 

All members are invited to contribute an 
article for inclusion in future bulletins.   
 

Please remember that sharing your  
pleasure and knowledge about your  
collection is what makes reading the  
Bulletin and attending meetings more  
enjoyable for all. 
 
Thanks to the members who have already 
contributed to the magazine  -  well done. 
Keep them coming everybody. 
 
As an added incentive the committee will 
credit $1 off a memberôs subs for the  
following year for each full Bulletin page 
printed showing one postcard with  
relevant information, and story. 
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BECOME INVOLVED  -   
 

 Bring any interesting items for ñShow and Tellò. 
  

 Bring auction lots to meetings. 
 

 Prepare a 6 page competition entry for the Betty Cornish Memorial Trophy in April. 
 

 Design a postcard and post to your friends during National Postcard Week in May. 
 

 Prepare an 8 page competition entry for the Empire Trophy in July. 
 

 Write an article about any interesting cards or small groups of cards in your  
 collection for inclusion in the Bulletin.  The committee has approved for trial a $1 per 
 page credit off membership fees for articles submitted with one picture and the rest 
 information. 
 

 

POSTAL AUCTIONS   have been discontinued.   

Cards belonging to the club and those previously submitted to the club for future auctions 
will be offered for sale on eBay by Claire Thomas (Seller shandy2808), store name  

Postcards Online .     http://stores.ebay.com.au/Postcards Online  

Members buying from this site/store should inform Claire if they are a club member and 10%  
commission from the sale will then be paid to the club.   Anybody interested in having Claire 
sell their cards should contact her for relevant fees and charges. 
 
COMING EVENTS: 
 

If anybody is aware of events of note to postcard collectors please advise the  
committee so that it can be included in the Bulletin. 
 

April  
 13thðPS&PHS Bourse, Reid Avenue, Hectorville 
 

May 
 4-5thðAustralian Postcard Society ðPostcard Exhibition, Drill Hall, Adelaide.  
 PLEASE NOTE THIS EVENT HAS BEEN CANCELLED DUE TO THE  
 NUMBER OF PEOPLE AND FRAMES INVOLVED IN THE EXHIBITION IN  
 MELBOURNE. 
 

 10-15thðAustralia 2013 FIP World Stamp Exhibition, Royal Exhibition Building,  
  Melbourne. 
 

June  
 8-9thðAntiques, Hobbies & Collectables Fair, St. Clair Recreation Centre, Woodville. 
 

August  
 17-18thðStrathalbyn Antiques, Hobbies & Collectables Fair. 
 

September  
 13-16thðUpper Hutt (NZ) National Exhibition 
 

 14thðPrinted Collectables Club Fair, Reid Avenue, Hectorville. 
 

 21-22ndðNational One Frame Exhibition (with Postcards), Brisbane (15 sheets) 
 

October  
 12-13thðState Congress, Drill Hall, Torrens Parade Ground. 

http://stores.ebay.com.au/Postcards-Online


 

AROUND AUSTRALIA  -  THE GRAMPIANS, Victoria    -  by Pauline Edwards 

Based on information from Wikipedia and Tourist Guides 
 

The Grampian mountain ranges are 
situated 235 kilometres west of 
Melbourne and were named by 
Major Thomas Mitchell, Surveyor-General of New South Wales, who was the first European 
to visit the area in July 1836.    
 

To the Jardwadjali and Diab wurrung peoples Gariwerd was central to the dreaming of the 
creator, Bunjil, and buledii Brambimbula, the two brothers Bram, who were responsible for 
the creation and naming of many landscape features in western Victoria.  Aboriginal  
occupation of the Grampians (Gariwerd) dates back well over 20,000 years and the area 
contains the majority of surviving Aboriginal rock art sites in south-east Australia.   
 

The Grampians contain three spectacular ridges of upthrust sandstone which run in a north-
northwesterly band for 90 kilometres.  They rise more than 1000 metres above the basalt 
plains and rolling hills of the Western District and are the western extremity of the Great  
Dividing Range.  The three main ranges are Mount William (the most easterly range, highest 
point 1168m), the Serra Range near Dunkeld and the Victoria Range.  The last remnant 
forms the lower Black Range, west of Rocklands Reservoir. 

 

Squatters were encouraged to move to 
the district in the early 1840s.  The 
Selection Acts of the 1860s ended the 
squatterôs exclusive occupation of the 
land by enabling selection of small 
blocks at reasonable rates.  As a result 
wheat farmers soon became  
established in the district. 
 

The Grampians were seen as the 
source of water for the district and in 
1875 the Borough of Stawell began to 
build fluming, a tunnel and pipeline to 
carry water from the valley between 
the Mount William and Serra Ranges  
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Lake Bellfield, Silent Street, The Pinnacle, Fallen Giant, and The Nerve Test. 
Rose Series Colorview No1049, published by the Rose Stereograph Co., 

Glen Waverley, Victoria. 

A Scene near Smithôs Mill, Shewing the Goldfields Water Scheme Pipes. 
Published by P. Falk & Co. Ltd., Printed in England. 

 



 

 AROUND AUSTRALIA  -  THE GRAMPIANS, Victoria    -  Continued 

 

to Stawell, more than 30 km away.   
 

The Wimmera-Mallee Domestic and Stock Water 
Supply Scheme, the largest of its type in the world, 
supplies more than 15,000 farms and 51 towns 
from 12 storages, three of which are within the 
Grampians;  Lake Wartook completed in 1886, 
Moora Moora completed in 1934, and Lake  
Bellfield in 1966. 
 

In the early 1860s an outcrop of freestone 
(sandstone) was discovered by a stonemason  
on the slopes of the Mount Difficult Range.  It  
appeared to be extremely durable and relatively 
easy to work and samples were submitted for  
government building projects.   During the 1880s the stone was widely recognized to be of 
high quality and a tramway was built from Stawell to the quarry to carry stone to the main 
Melbourne railway line.  The stone was used for extensions to Parliament House and other 
major works.  During 1886 and 1887 more than 100 men were employed there.  Some lived 
in simple stone and timber huts near the quarry and eventually a township was createdð
Heatherlie.  The quarry closed in 1893 when a contract with the Public Works Department 
came to an end.  It later re-opened and worked for several years but closed again, because 
of lack of orders, in 1938.  Now the stone is used only for repairs and maintenance of historic 
buildings, most recently Melbourne Town Hall and the State Library.  Remains of the stone 
huts of Heatherlie can still be seen.  
 

Sunday wildflower expeditions by train to  
Heatherlie were a great favourite with families, 
friends and church-picnic groups from Stawell and 

Ararat.  The steam 
engine had to stop 
regularly along the 
way to take on water 
and timber and to 
wait while gates 
through private 
property were 
opened and shut.  
During these halts, 
passengers jumped 
off and wandered through the fields of wildflowers growing 
near the line.  The railway was closed in 1949 and most of the 
rails and other equipment were removed in 1951. 
 

As early as 1868 the Grampians were advertised as a venue 
for holidays and in 1872 the area was declared a State Forest.  
In 1911 ñBellfieldò guest house was opened and was soon 
joined by several such establishments in and around Halls 
Gap.   
 

Continued overleaf 
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Entrance to the Grand Canyon.  
Produced by Rose Stereograph Co., 

Victoria. 

Borough Hut Settlement, Hallôs Gap. 
Published by B.C. Balding, Stawell.  Printed in England. 

Housed construction workers for the Stawell water supply 
scheme and local sawmills. 

Halls Gap and Fyans Creek Valley. 
Produced by Nucolorvue Productions. 
Shows Lake Bellfield in the distance. 

 

 

 



 

AROUND AUSTRALIA  -  THE GRAMPIANS, Victoria    -  Continued 
 
During the 1920s the Field Naturalistsô 
Club of Victoria and the Government  
Tourist Bureau promoted the natural  
attractions of the area.  Walking tracks to 
several features, including Sundial Peak 
and Mount Rosea, had been built by 1914 
and major tourist roads were opened  
during the 1920s, greatly improving access 
for visitors.  Grampians National Park was 
declared in 1984, quickly becoming one of 
the most popular tourist attractions in  
Victoria.  In 2006 the Park was listed on 
the Australian National Heritage List for its 
outstanding natural beauty and being one 
of the richest indigenous rock art sites in south-eastern 
Australia.  Motifs painted in numerous caves include  
depictions of humans, human hands, animal tracks and 
birds.  Today you can discover this heritage through 
BrambukðThe National Park and Cultural Centre which 
is managed by local Indigenous communities. 
 

Cycling, canoeing and boating, angling, horse riding, 
rock climbing, abseiling and gliding are some of the   
activities that holiday makers can indulge in whilst there, 
while more organized events such as the annual   
wildflower display and the Stawell Cup bring visitors to 
the area.   
 

The stunning scenery, rock formations, waterfalls, and 
native flora and fauna are popular subjects for the great 
number of postcards produced by many publishers.  
Photographers Gilbert Rogers and George Rose worked 
extensively in the area and many real photo cards were 
produced from their photos. 
 

Floods in 2011 caused massive damage in the park  
resulting in the closure of many roads and walking trails. 
Work has begun on repairing the damage but closures 
still remain in force to some areas. 
 

 Bushfires have also caused havoc, particularly in 
1912, 1939, 2006 when 50% of the park was de-
stroyed, January 2011, January 2012.  These disas-
ters affect the area resulting in closure of roads and 
walking trails; changes in scenery due to rock falls 
and loss of vegetation; and loss of wildlife. 
 

At the time of writing this article the Grampians  
National Park is again being devastated by bushfires 
in the region of the Victoria Valley.  The current fires 
are believed to have been started by lightning. 
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ñBellfieldò and the Sundial. 
Published by ñRose Postcardsò, Armadale, Victoria. 

View from Mt. William 
Published by the Rose Stereograph Co., 

The Balconies.  Photo by Gilbert Rogers. 
Published on Kodak Austral paper. 

 

 

 


